'‘Sharon

Jenk_iﬁs - Preserve Medlépwersuy Keepthe FCC Rule_mélg[ng an Open Process

Page I

From: NSOLAN@aol.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 1:34 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modificationof these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and commenton any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the contentand slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed,we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

N SOLANO
POB 41641
MESA, Arizona 85274
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From: NSOLAN@aol.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 1:34 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and commenton any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

N SOLANO
POB 41641
MESA, Arizona 85274
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From: jmprince@att. net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 2:21 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media. This is not only wrong, it will significantly

and substantially limit our democratic voices. This

to me is the bedrock foundation of our democracy, and

you seek to blithely disregard your Commission's mission

to give away our precious heritage of freedom.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make. Your sole meeting on this issue was

a travesty to your mission and a personal affront to
every living American. This is not ‘due notice' or

a 'fair hearing' of these momentous proposed changes,
and most of you should realize this fact.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of
local news. This is happening now. Such a move would
further reduce the diversity of cultural and especially
political discussion in a community. It could also

raise costs for businesses and candidates that use
local media for advertising. We already are seeing

one party domination of most of the AM spectrum as
the result of past ill-conceived efforts at deregulation.
The USSR had more diversity in view points than do
many AM radio listeners in America today.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach. But perhaps the entire

point of this ruse was to mute or thwart any and all

public comment or even notice of your actions?
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lencourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final

rule is issued. That should be the basic level of requirement
in any REAL democracy.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible. This is too important a decision to be left

to the Enron's of the radio world, the people's voice
MUST be heard on this issue.

Sincerely,

Dr. J.M. Prince
282 BriarPateh Ln.
Cartersville, Georgia 30120
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From: jmprince@att.net

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 2:21 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps.

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changesto broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modificationof these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media. This is not only wrong, it will significantly

and substantially limit our democratic voices. This

to me is the bedrock foundation of our democracy, and

you seek to blithely disregard your Commission's mission

to give away our precious heritage of freedom.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make. Your sole meeting on this issue was

a travesty to your mission and a personal affront to
every living American. This is not 'due notice' or

a 'fair hearing' of these momentous proposed changes,
and most of you should realize this fact.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the contentand slant of

local news. This is happening now. Such a move would
further reduce the diversity of cultural and especially
political discussion in a community. It could also

raise costs for businessesand candidates that use
local media for advertising. We already are seeing

one party domination of most of the AM spectrum as
the result of past ill-conceived efforts at deregulation.
The USSR had more diversity in view points than do
many AM radio listeners in America today.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commissionsee the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach. But perhapsthe entire

point of this ruse was to mute or thwart any and all

public comment or even notice of your actions?
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I encourageyou to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final

rule is issued. That should be the basic level of requirement
in any REAL democracy.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible. This is too importanta decision to be left

to the Enron's of the radio world, the people's voice
MUST be heard on this issue.

Sincerely,

Dr. J.M. Prince
282 Briarpatch Ln.
Cartersville, Georgia 30120
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From: imprince@att. net

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 2:21 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media. This is not only wrong, itwill significantly

and substantially limit our democratic voices. This

to me is the bedrock foundation of our democracy, and

you seek to blithely disregard your Commission's mission

to give away our precious heritage of freedom.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make. Your sole meeting on this issue was

a travesty to your mission and a personal affront to
every living American. This is not 'due notice' or

a 'fair hearing' of these momentous proposed changes,
and most of you should realize this fact.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of
local news. This is happening now. Such a move would
further reduce the diversity of cultural and especially
politicaldiscussion in a community. It could also

raise costs for businessesand candidates that use
local media for advertising. We already are seeing

one party domination of most of the AM spectrum as
the result of past ill-conceived efforts at deregulation.
The USSR had more diversity in view points than do
many AM radio listeners in America today.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any nhew approach. But perhapsthe entire

point of this ruse was to mute or thwart any and all
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public comment or even notice of your actions?

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final

rule is issued. That should be the basic level of requirement
in any REAL democracy.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible. This is too important a decision to be left

to the Enron's of the radioworld, the people's voice
MUST be heard on this issue.

Sincerely,

Dr. J.M. Prince
282 Briarpatch Ln.
Cartersville, Georgia 30120
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From: DCDUFFY @erns.att.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr2.2003 2:22 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keepthe FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcastownership

rules. Repeal or significant modificationof these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed. we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Dennis Duffy

1454 Jersey

201

Denver, Colorado 80220
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From: DCDUFFY@ems.att.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 2:22 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) s currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modificationof these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businessesand candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believethat additionalinputfrom the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and commenton any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:DCDUFFY@ems.att.com

Sincerely,

Dennis Duffy

1454 Jersey

201

Denver, Colorado 80220
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From: DCDUFFY @ems.att.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 2:22 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of culturaland political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commissionissued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believethat additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

lencourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
ruleis issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Dennis Duffy

1454 Jersey

201

Denver, Colorado 80220
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From: jrglass@hotmail.com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 2:37 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

ruleswould likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,
no public comment has been received on any specific
changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

[ encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keepthe rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.

Page 1
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Sincerely,

John Glass

1329 West Mary St.
Apt.109

Austin, Texas 78704-2958



From: jrglass@hotmail.com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 2:37 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunityto review
and comment on any specific changes the Cornmission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

John Glass

1329 West Mary St
Apt.109

Austin, Texas 78704-2958
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From: jrglass@hotmail.com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 2:37 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keepthe FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,
no public comment has been received on any specific
changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule is issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nationare enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

John Glass

1329 West Mary St.
Apt.109

Austin, Texas 78704-2958
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From: bettyj@inter-linc.net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 3:03 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

Come on guys...

Don't allow any one monopoly to own the American media
Keep the media dispersed and ownership spread out.
To conquer a nation, you must own the media and that
is what is happening today...but you guys know that
don'tyou... You want it for yourselves... and you

are notthinking of the nations welfare, you are thinking
of Republican Party Welfare... shame on you ... putting
a political party above your own nation.. a nation

that used to be the envy of the whole world, but today
is going to hell in a handbasket... shame on you !
FREE THE MEDIA!

Sincerely,

Betty Kowalewich
#4 Hawthorn
Kimberling City, Missouri 65686
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From: bettyj@inter-linc.net

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 3:03 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

Come on guys...

Don't allow any one monopoly to own the American media
Keep the media dispersed and ownership spread out.
To conquer a nation, you must own the media and that
iswhat is happeningtoday...but you guys know that
don't you... You want it for yourselves... and you

are notthinking of the nationswelfare, you are thinking
of Republican Party Welfare... shame on you ,.. putting
a political party above your own nation.. a nation

that used to be the envy of the whole world, but today
is going to hell in a handbasket... shame on you !
FREE THE MEDIA!

Sincerely,

Betty Kowalewich
#4 Hawthorn
Kimberling City, Missouri 65686
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From: bettyj@inter-linc.net

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2.2003 3:03 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

Come on guys...

Don'tallow any one monopoly to own the American media
Keep the media dispersed and ownership spread out.
To conquer a nation, you must own the media and that
is what is happening today...but you guys know that
don't you... You want it for yourselves... and you

are not thinking of the nations welfare, you are thinking
of Republican Party Welfare... shame on you ... putting
a political party above your own nation.. a nation

that used to be the envy of the whole world, but today
is going to hellin a handbasket... shame on you !
FREE THE MEDIA!

Sincerely,

Betty Kowalewich
#4 Hawthorn
Kimberling City, Missouri65686

. Pager
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From: ajmathews@webtv.net

To: Mike Powell

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 3:54 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear FCC Chairman Michael K. Powell,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
N station, and possibly even a cable system giving
itdominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

| encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
ruleis issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

A J MATHEWS
7000 PINEHURST DR
SPRING HILL, Florida 34606-6037
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From: ajmathews@webtv.net

To: Michael Copps

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 3:55 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keepthe FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael C. Copps,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a move would reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

publicwill help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourageyou to provide a detailed description of
all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
ruleis issued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed.we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.


mailto:ajmathews@webtv.net

Sincerely,

A J MATHEWS
7000 PINEHURST DR
SPRING HILL, Florida 34606-6037



From: ajmathews@webtv.net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2, 2003 3:55 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keepthe FCC Rulemakingan Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner KathleenQ. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plansto make.

If media ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a movewould reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

It could also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,
no public comment has been received on any specific
changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will helpthe Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourage you to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule isissued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commission would do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

A J MATHEWS
7000 PINEHURST DR
SPRING HILL, Florida 34606-6037
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From: gwalters@buffnet.net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Wed, Apr 2,2003 4:03 AM

Subject: Preserve Media Diversity: Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy

Dear FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy,

The Federal Communications Commission (FCC) is currently
considering sweeping changes to broadcast ownership

rules. Repeal or significant modification of these

rules would likely open the door to numerous mergers

that could reduce competition and diversity in the

media.

Before the media ownership rules are issued in final
form, the public must have the opportunity to review
and comment on any specific changes the Commission
plans to make.

Ifmedia ownership rules are seriously weakened, one
company in a town could control the most popular newspaper,
TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving

it dominant influence over the content and slant of

local news. Such a movewould reduce the diversity

of cultural and political discussion in a community.

Itcould also raise costs for businesses and candidates

that use local media for advertising.

While the Commission issued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
0on media ownership, it proposed no actual rule. Accordingly,

no public comment has been received on any specific

changes. We believe that additional input from the

public will help the Commission see the strengths and
weaknesses of any new approach.

I encourageyou to provide a detailed description of

all proposed changes, their empirical basis, and a
meaningful period of time for the public to review

and comment on any proposed changes before a final
rule isissued.

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous.
More information, not less, about proposed changes
would best serve the public interest. Indeed, we hope
the Commissionwould do everything in its power to
keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as
possible.
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Sincerely,

Gary Walters
1 White Water CT
Hamburg, New York 14075-1868
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